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The Southern Independent Group (SIG):

Southern Human Rights Group is an independent, non-profit organization. The group
defends human rights with a focus on those affected in Yemen, the group also supports
the victims of the armed conflict who have been spawned by conflicts and violations in

Yemen, especially vulnerable groups such as women and children.

SIG was established by a group of human rights activists from different regions of Yemen,
and several jurists that have joined recently. SIG has registered and obtained a license by

(Cardiff companies house) the United Kingdom with No. (3842318).

The philosophy of our work is summarised in conveying the violations that affect the
victims and the targeted groups in Yemen to policymakers and the parties concerned

about human rights affairs on a global and local level.

The group's work is not limited to monitoring and documentation only but extends to
creating international public opinion to pressure the concerned authorities and influential
countries to take measures that would push towards improving the humanitarian

situation and put an end to human rights violations in the region.

Our team seeks to influence and pressure governments, decision-makers, and
international bodies to consolidate the rules of international law, investigate violations,
and hold perpetrators to account in a way that ensures an end to the policy of impunity,

and supports and compensates victims financially and morally.

In many cases, the group succeeded in making a real change on the ground, represented
in the response of decision-makers, parties in the conflict and the concerned authorities
to improve their policies and deal with the crises in a way that ensures the protection of

the rights of marginalised groups from victims and affected people.




The group works with all civil society actors (governmental and non-governmental
agencies and organisations) that hold a vision similar to that of the group, the group seeks
to achieve its goals through reporting and monitoring and taking sessions with the United
Nations Human Rights Council, which is held periodically in Geneva as a platform for
effective participation to communicate human rights issues and the suffering of Yemen to

the world.

From this point of view, the SIG has aimed in this report to shed light on the extent and
nature of the violations faced by the media and the freedom of the press in areas under
the authority of the Houthi group and reach possible solutions for those violations that
made the journalists and reporters criminal suspects, and in many cases, a traitor and

sentenced to death.
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Introduction

The war in Yemen is now entering its eighth year, even though the parties in the conflict
have reached a truce agreement five months ago, the efforts and the gains that have
been made toward the freedom of speech and expression in Yemen from 1990 to 2015
have been completely abolished. This was particularly evident in the Houthi-controlled

regions, north of the country, where most of the population is located.

After the lapse of these years, the manifestations of media pluralism that have prevailed
throughout the previous years have ended. Almost all independent and opposition media
were closed, and international media were prevented from working in those areas.
although the Houthis have taken control of all public media in their regions (TV channels,
radio stations, and daily and weekly newspapers), they were not satisfied with that, but
they have also created around thirty local radio stations, in addition to five satellite
television stations and several other newspapers aimed at their sectarian project, directed

against their opponents.

In addition to the control and prevention that have affected all media outlets and
journalists working in them, most Yemeni journalists that do not work for the Houthis
have either moved to the government-controlled region or left the country to reside
abroad. As for the remaining journalists and social media activists that still reside in the
Houthi-controlled regions, the options they have are limited, either silence, searching for
other professions, or they will risk being subject to imprisonment, trial and enforced
disappearance. The Houthi group is still detaining 13 journalists and media professionals,
including 4 who were sentenced to death by a court specialised in terrorism cases, such
courts lack the most basic rules of justice, and they have dealt with these journalists as

informants and saboteurs.




As a result of the Houthis abandoning their responsibility towards workers in public media
institutions, where salaries have been cut since the end of 2016, and the closure of media
institutions that are not loyal to them, this has caused a large segment of journalists to
lose their source of income and their families. For this reason, some journalists were
forced to work in jobs that are distant from their original profession, just to be able to
provide food and shelter for themselves and their families. Many of them now work in
jobs such as car washes, taxi drivers, clothing stores, and even selling khat (A flowering

plant that contains a stimulant drug).

In provinces where the Houthi group has taken control, the right to freedom of speech and
expression has greatly been diminished, as a result, media professionals were
substantially affected by the such environment. The simplest publication on social media
sites criticising the group or their leader and their manifestations of corruption has led to
dozens of arrests, threats and even torture and enforced disappearance. and the multiple
media space has transformed What the country witnessed from 1990 to 2015 was a one-
way street filled with hate speech and calls for violence, sectarianism, and treason against

the other.




Executive summary

This report documents violations against media professionals and media outlets in
Houthi-controlled areas during the period of August 30, 2021, to August 30, 2022, it
shows a clear violation of international covenants, the constitution and the law in Yemen.
The Independent Southern Group (SIG) has used various means to access information and
monitor and verify these violations. This was done through direct communication with the
victims or their families, by reviewing the arrest warrants and, communication with their
lawyers or through the Journalists Syndicate of Yemen. This report was carried out
despite the significant security risks in those areas where the Houthis deal harshly with

any human rights activities or investigating violations committed in their areas of control.

Since the Houthis took over the Yemeni capital (Sana'a) in September 2014, they have
denounced the media and their workers and confronted them with intense hostility and
labelled them as agents and spies. The campaign reached its climax when the group’s
leader televised an incendiary speech in which he warned his followers against journalists
and stated, “they present more danger to the group than the opposition’s fighters in the
field”. The press was largely rejected, journalists were shunned, freedom of opinion and
expression was restricted, and all means of mass communication (televisions, radio,
newspapers, and even mosque pulpits) were used to incite against independent and
opposition media, considering them as tools of the coalition and the internationally
recognised government. This reflects the extreme difficulty the SIG team has faced when

collecting and verifying information, in a process that is fraught with risks.

This report highlights the violations that media professionals and media outlets have been
subjected to in five Yemeni governorates (Sana'a, Ibb, Al Hudaydah, Al Mahwit, and part of
Taiz governorate under Houthi control). Unfortunately, it was difficult to verify violations
in Sa'ada governorate, the main stronghold of the Houthis, due to the iron grip imposed

on the governorate and the entry restriction to non-residents. The same difficulty to




access documented information was also present in the Hajjah governorate, which is
considered the largest human reservoir for Houthi fighters in Yemen, where it is also

subject to tight security restrictions by the Houthis.

During the reporting period, workers in the Southern Independent Group were able to
monitor 42 violations, distributed between (arrest, trial, torture, assault, suspension of a
group of media institutions and even the confiscation of their property). Local radio
stations were the most affected by the Houthi group’s repressive practices, as 11 local
radio stations were closed during the period covered by the report, five of them were in
Ibb governorate and six in the city of Sana'a, the last of these radio stations was Sawt al-
Yaman (Voice of Yemen). Although these radio stations normally broadcast social and
musical content, the Houthi group has forced them to cover within their daily broadcast
schedule the group’s propaganda programs and their leaders’ speeches, including military

statements and news bulletins.

Furthermore, the report has documented 15 cases of extrajudicial detention, including 13
journalists and media professionals who are still in prison, some of them since 2015 and
2018. Among these are four journalists who were sentenced to death by a court
specialising in terrorism and state security affairs. Such individuals are usually accused of
spying and treason charges, a method that is used by the Houthi authority to silence
opposition voices. Many were subjected to such charges, this includes hundreds of
civilians, journalists that live outside the country, and all civil and military officials who
work in the internationally recognised government. Many lawyers in Yemen have stated
that "those trials lack the simplest rules of justice and that many violations were
accompanied during litigation procedures”. Recently, a group of detained journalists were
referred to trial after they spent years in secret prisons and were interrogated while they
were blindfolded and in the absence of their lawyers. According to the lawyers’ committee
that defends them, these detained journalists were subjected to various forms of torture,

such as threatening murder, hanging by the feet and arms, waterboarding, and physical




assault. However, the judges that work in these specialised courts have ignored the
victims' demands in the investigation into the incidents of torture. Meanwhile, five

journalists are still in detention and another one has disappeared for eight years.

Incidents of extrajudicial detention represented 36% of the total violations monitored,
verified, and documented, while media closure incidents represented 14%, trials
represented 10%, and threats against media and its employees or activists on social media
represented 10%. 3 cases of kidnapping were documented during the reporting period
making it 7%, one case of torture at 2%, as well as, enforced disappearance and other

violations representing 21% of the total violations.
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Recommendations

International organizations:

We recommend the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights provide legal support for the Journalists Syndicate and the victims to
initiate lawsuits for all the crimes and violations that journalists and media
professionals have been subjected to in areas under the control of the Houthi
group.

Increase international pressure and condemnation against the violations of the
press in Houthi-controlled areas and issue a blacklist of press and media freedom
violators to hold them accountable.

Provide legal and moral support to independent media outlets and journalists who
have lost their jobs due to the extreme measures taken by the Houthis.

- Address the governments that are allied with the Houthi group to put
pressure on the Houthis to stop their repressive practices against the freedom of

speech and expression.

Houthi group:

We demand the Houthi group the immediate release of the four detained
journalists and the abolition of the death penalty that had been issued against
them.

To stop all arbitrary measures against the press workers.

To abide by the Yemeni constitution, laws and the treaties signed by Yemen,
including the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Sana'a
Declaration on the freedom and independence of the media.

- To compensate media institutions that have been closed by force or the

ones that had their properties confiscated outside the scope of the law.




The legitimate government:

We recommend the legitimate government disburse the salaries of journalists and
media professionals who live in the Houthi-controlled areas, as it is the legitimate
authority.

Provide funding for the Yemeni Syndicate of Journalists to hold their union General
Conference and to provide annual support to the Union of Writers, as they are the

two organisations in the country that defend freedom of speech.

Yemeni Syndicate of Journalists:

We remind the Syndicate of the necessity of holding the general conference of the
union, which has been going on for about ten years.

Establish a legal team to prepare complete judicial files regarding violations that
affect media outlets, journalists, and media professionals. Furthermore, to initiate
lawsuits against the violators with the local judiciary, especially outside the
Houthi-controlled areas, because these crimes are not subject to a statute of
limitations and such a move will put pressure on the Houthi leaders involved in the
violations.

Issue an annual blacklist of those involved in the violations and demand the
Federation of Arab Journalists and the International Federation of Journalists
circulate these blacklists to unions, organisations, and the media, to avoid

supporting such individuals and to demand their prosecution internationally.

Finally:
we recommend that all parties in the conflict neutralise media and journalistic
work and respect the obligations and commitments of the Yemeni state and

international laws and covenants.




Methodology

The methodology in this report will be the same as human rights violations reports,
starting with collecting information, verifying its validity, followed by processing and
arranging the information, and then writing the report and producing it in its final form, as

described below.

1- Gathering information:

- The information available to the monitoring team:
The team works in the field of rights and freedoms and focuses its activities on the media
side. It has reports of violations against individuals and media institutions, it also follows
up on cases that are brought to it before the courts through communication with lawyers

and victims.

- Available online:
Information will be collected from reliable news sites, as well as known and trusted

activists and journalists.

- Previous reports:
Some specific information, such as statistics, will be extracted from human rights reports

from international or local official bodies.




2- Organising information:

The monitoring team will organise the initial information collected and then will sort them

accordingly to verify each violation separately.
3- Verifying data:

- Official documents:
Although it is often difficult to obtain official documents that can be relied upon for
documentation of violations, the team sometimes relies on official statements issued by
government agencies published in newspapers, news websites, official government

websites and government social accounts.

- Victims' testimonies:
The team communicates directly with victims to document violations, either through face-

to-face meetings or over the phone.

- Eyewitnesses:
If it is not possible to obtain direct testimony from the victims, the team tries to obtain

testimonies from eyewitnesses, their relatives, or their lawyers.

- Digital Verification Tools:

The team relies on some technical tools to verify images and copies published on the
Internet, especially social media, to ensure their authenticity. This is particularly important
to verify images of assaults or images that show decisions or official statements issued

by an official agency.

- Human Rights Organizations:
Sometimes the monitoring team communicates with human rights organisations and
agencies to obtain information about the violations the team is monitoring. The team
investigates the human rights reports on violations of media freedoms in areas under the

Houthi-control.




4~ Writing the report

After collecting, verifying, and organising the information, the report will be written and

produced in its final form.

5- References:

In this report, the team relies on international conventions concerned with freedom of
expression, it uses them as an international framework to conduct the investigation.
Freedom of expression is enshrined in Article (19) of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (UDHR) and codified in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR), as well as regional conventions and charters. Article (19) stipulates that everyone
has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes the freedom to hold
opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas

through any media and regardless of frontiers.

The exercise of the rights stipulated in Paragraph (2) of this Article is bound to certain
duties and responsibilities, and accordingly, it may be subject to some restrictions,

provided that these restrictions are necessary and specified by the law.
(a) To respect the rights or reputations of others.

(b) To protect national security, public order, public health or morals.




6- Terminology

- Security bodies: the Ministry of Interior, the Ministry of Defence, and the regular
forces.

- Private guarding or security: This includes any private guard personnel, whether
they are independent or affiliated with companies, and in the event of direct
orders issued by those who work for, such as a government official, to commit the
violation, the aggressor will be considered the government official himself.

- Judicial bodies: Include all civil and military judicial institutions.

- Arrest: It is the process of restricting the freedom of the journalist, taking him to
the oath and drafting a report.

- Journalist: Every person who has been subjected to a violation in connection with
the performance of his journalistic work. Evidence of his journalistic work will be
provided, such as membership in the Journalists Syndicate, a work permit, an
assignment to a press institution, a press archive, or a certificate from the press
institution through its media platforms or officials.

- Media institution: It is any media or press outlet that has a specific headquarter,
website, or publication.

- lllegal detention: It is the process of restricting the freedom of an individual, taking
him to a place of detention and releasing him without writing any records.

- The definition of violation in this report: is every violation that occurred to one
person in a specific place and time, and it is distinguished by four main variables.

e The location of the violation

e The timing of the violation.

e The type of violation.

e Thevictim.

- For example: if 3 journalists were arrested in a certain incident and one of them
was beaten and another was verbally abused, 5 violations will be counted, in that
case, 3 cases of arresting each journalist, a case of beating a journalist, a case of

verbal assault on a journalist.




In the case of any kind of collective violation such as (preventing coverage), it will be
considered a case of violation against one journalist - assuming that collective
punishment of the identity of the journalist was targeted and not for each journalist
individually. Also because of the informational problem of determining the number of
affected journalists and their identities, especially since these violations occur almost
daily, in addition to that, it will cause statistical problems by significantly increasing the

number of victims.




Chapter 1

Trials and Torture

Despite local and international pressures and calls for the Houthis to release journalists
and stop repressing media workers and activists on social media, the Houthis have
continued to shut down all independent and opposition media outlets in their areas of
control. They have blocked dozens of websites and arrested 13 journalists, four of whom
have been in prison for eight years, and death sentences were issued against them

because of their journalistic activity.

This Houthi group has created an environment that is extremely hostile to the media,
there has been a complete absence of independent and opposition media, and hundreds
of journalists had to work for sectarian media affiliated with the Houthi instead of the
public media. Many media outlets fled to government-controlled areas to resume their
work, this includes a social television station and a daily news newspaper, while another
station moved abroad, where it broadcasts its content from the Egyptian capital, along

with other three satellite channels broadcasting from Turkey.

Nonetheless, the Houthis continued to deal harshly with every publication that opposes
their political agendas, criticises the performance of their officials, or reveals corruption
cases. Dozens of people were arrested, threatened, and tried in (Sana'a, Ibb, Hodeidah,

Taiz, and Al-Mahweet), along with the four journalists who were sentenced to death.

During the reporting period, there are still 13 journalists and media workers detained by
the Houthi group, their names are Waheed Al-Sufi "Forcibly Hidden", Abdul Khaleq Imran,
Tawfig Al-Mansoori, Akram El-Walidy, Harith Hamid, Mohammed Abdo Al-Salahi,




Muhammad Ali Al-Junaid and Younes Abdel Salam. Currently, Four of them are facing
death sentences (Abdul-Khaleq Omran, Tawfig Al-Mansoori, Akram Al-Walidi, and Harith
Hamid). Despite the intervention of the United Nations envoy and the demands of the
Yemeni Journalists Syndicate and the International Federation of Journalists to drop these
sentences, the Houthis have ignored those calls and continued to detain and prosecute
them. These journalists were included in the prisoner exchange lists between the
legitimate government and the Houthis, however, the Yemeni Journalists Syndicate
announced its refusal to exchange journalists for prisoners of war and said that the
Houthis should release them without subjecting them to political bargaining or

blackmailing.

InHouthi-controlled areas during the period from August2021 until August 2022
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The Legal Framework for Torture and Detention:

International human rights law prohibits torture and other forms of inhuman and
degrading treatment under any circumstance. Article (5) of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights is devoted to the prohibition of torture. Article (3) which is also in the four
Geneva Conventions of 1949, states that the necessary protection must be provided to
detained individuals, including civilians, and captured combatants, they must not be killed
or be subject to mutilation, cruel treatment, and torture in all its forms. Moreover, their
dignity must be respected, as they must not be subject to humiliating and degrading
treatment. The Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment sets out several requirements for states to prevent, investigate
and prosecute those engaged in torture activities. In 1991, Yemen ratified the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. The
Rome Statute considers crimes committed in non-international armed conflicts as part of
a widespread and systematic attack against a civilian population, a war crime against
humanity. Since Yemen is a Member of the Convention, it entails international legal
responsibility in the event of a breach of its obligations under the Convention against

Torture.

Moreover, the Yemeni constitution stipulates in Article (47), Paragraph (B), the
criminalisation of torture of all kinds, whether physical, psychological, or moral, and
criminalises forced confession or inhuman treatment at all stages of imprisonment, from
arrest to detention for investigation until trial and judgment. Paragraph (e) of Article (47)
of the Yemeni constitution states that torture is a crime that deserves the punishment of
its practitioner, or whoever orders or participates in it, and considers it a crime without a
statute of limitations. Furthermore, Law No. 13 of 1994 regarding criminal procedures in
Articles (6) and (16), stipulates the prohibition of torturing the accused, treating him

inhumanely, or harming him physically or mentally to force him to confess. It also




considers the statements made by one of the accused or witnesses under torture,
inhuman treatment, or harm as unreliable evidence, providing that the crime case of

torture does not expire over time.

In Article (73) the law stipulates that “anyone who has been arrested must be
immediately informed of the reasons for this arrest, and he has the right to see the arrest
warrant and contact whomever he deems fit to inform them of what happened and seek
the assistance of a lawyer, and he must be promptly notified of the accusation against
them.”. Moreover, Article (76) stipulates that "Anyone who is arrested temporarily for
being suspected of committing a crime must be brought to court within twenty-four
hours of his arrest at most, and the judge or member of the Public Prosecution must
inform him of the reasons for the arrest and immediately issue a reasoned order for his

provisional detention or release”.

In all cases, it is not permissible to continue in pretrial detention for more than seven days,
except by judicial order, as Article (191) of the same law stipulates that “it is not
permissible to extend the detention of any detainee except by a decision from the
President of the Court of Appeal for a period of 45 days, and then three months after
presenting the matter to the Public Prosecutor. In general, the article stipulated that the
period of pre-trial detention does not exceed six months, and the prosecution is obligated

to immediately release the detainee, regardless of the justifications for his detention.




Chapter 2

Threat and Closure

During the reporting period, 10 incidents of closure and confiscation of local radio stations

were recorded. One of which concerned the confiscation of the cultural magazine

(Al-Nasiyah) and its prevention from distribution, and the medical magazine that was
prevented from advertising medical drugs. Moreover, 4 journalists, including a female
journalist, were threatened for accusing the Houthis of being behind the assassination of

her journalist brother in a bombing that targeted his car in the city of Aden.

Despite the decision of the Press Court in Sana'a to re-broadcast Voice of Yemen Social
Radio, the Houthi Information Minister sent forces to storm the radio station office and
confiscate the broadcasting equipment in clear defiance of the court's decision.
Nevertheless, the judge did not take any action against the minister and approved the
continuation of considering the lawsuit filed by the owner of the radio station against the
decision to close it. The owners of the closed radio stations said that the Houthi authority
is using administrative arguments related to work permits, and they are imposing illegal
fees in the absence of a law regulating audio-visual and electronic media in Yemen. The
Houthi Ministry of Information imposed very high fees on radio station owners in
exchange for work permits, they also required the radio station to provide information

about their staff and a percentage of their revenues from advertisements.

The report also documented that the Houthis continued to impose more restrictions on
correspondents working in the areas under the Houthi control, despite their limited
number. As they only allow media that is aligned with their ideology, such as media
backed by the Iranian and Syrian governments and those affiliated with the Lebanese
militant group Hezbollah, to work within their areas of control. On the other hand, there is

a very limited number of correspondents that work for other international media.




The report has documented the testimony of two of these correspondents, where the
Houthis" information ministry’s requested them to rent an office for their work and to
place cameras and montage devices, and not to move or do any work without prior
permission from the ministry. When the Ministry is notified in advance of the nature of
their work plan to obtain approval, after that, a security escort must accompany the
correspondents to validate the nature of their work and what statements or TV clips will

be filmed.

Furthermore, they stated that another reporter in the Hodeidah governorate lost his job
due to the restrictions imposed by the so-called (Media Committee), an intelligence entity
that monitors the work of journalists and photographers. The committee were asking the
reporter to submit any proposal for work in advance, however, the approval was delayed
and after three days he discovered that they carried out the work for themselves and sold
it to a television station or news agency. According to the testimonies, the media
committee works in two directions, the first one is to monitor the performance of workers
and the other one is to monitor the commercial side by running media services offices.
This method allows them to take advantage of the strict restrictions imposed on others
and their ability to approach and present deals to foreign television stations and news

agencies.

Moreover, one of the foreign journalists stated that the Houthis continue to impose strict
restrictions on journalists who visit their areas of control. He said in his testimony, that he
paid $200, without being given any official receipt, in exchange for the Houthis' approval
to enter their areas. After that, he was smuggled through areas under Government control
until he reached Sana'a. However, as soon as he arrived in Sana'a, he was compelled to
take a security escort to accompany through all his activities, which he must pay him a
daily rate of $50, he was also obliged to stay in a hotel of their choice, despite the high
price and the presence of cheaper hotels. The foreign journalist was also required to rent a

car they brought to him, and they specified the areas where he is allowed to visit




e The Legal Framework for Threat and Closure:

The International humanitarian law guarantees protection for journalists as they are
civilians, they cannot be targeted as long as they refrain from participating directly in
hostilities. The international human rights law also requires safeguarding the right to
freedom of expression in a way that meets the protection of journalists so that they are
not subject to any form of violence and repressive practices such as arbitrary detention,
enforced disappearance or torture for carrying out their work as journalists. During armed
conflicts, parties may require the imposition of some disciplinary measures for the work of
the media, but they must not include any arbitrary or retaliatory measures against
journalists. The Yemeni constitution affirms working in accordance with the principles of
the United Nations Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and all relevant
instruments and agreements. The Constitution of the Republic of Yemen recognises
freedom of expression as one of its fundamental rights, as it stipulates that every citizen
has the right to participate in political, economic, social, and cultural life. The state
guarantees freedom of thought and expression of opinion verbally, in writing and

photography within the limits of the law.

Also, Article 6 of the Yemeni constitution states, “The state affirms compliance with the
Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Charter of

the League of Arab States and the generally recognized rules of international law.”

Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that everyone has the right
to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes the freedom to hold opinions
without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any
media and regardless of frontiers. Although there is no law regulating the work of audio-
visual media, and there are no Yemeni laws that prohibit individuals or entities from
owning such media, the government that was in charge of the Yemeni capital Sana'a

before the Houthi control has granted these media outlets work licenses according to




temporary regulation. Based on the legal rule that affirms that “the origin of things is

permissibility”.

Law No. 25 of 1990 regarding the press and publications stipulates in Article (3): Freedom
of knowledge, thought, press, expression, communication, and access to information is a
right of citizens to ensure that their thoughts are expressed verbally, in writing,
photography, drawing, or any other means of expression, and it is guaranteed for all
citizens in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution and the provisions of this

law.

Furthermore, Article (4) stipulates that “The press is independent and exercises its
mission freely in the service of society and the formation of public opinion and expression
of its tendencies by various means of expression within the framework of the Islamic faith
or the constitutional foundations of society and the state and the goals of the Yemeni

revolution and the deepening of the national unity.’

Moreover, Article (5) of the same law stipulates that “the press is free in what it publishes,
and it is free to obtain news and information from its sources, and it is responsible for

what it publishes within the limits of the law.”

Also, Article (6) of the law stipulates: "Protecting the rights of journalists and creators and
providing the necessary legal guarantees for practising the profession and their right to
expression without being exposed to any illegal issue guaranteed by law, unless it violates

its provisions.




Chapter 3

Geographical distribution of violations

The violations committed by the Houthi authorities against journalists, media outlets and
activists on social media were distributed across their controlled regions. Sana'a ranked
first in the number of violations observed during the reporting period, which took place
from August 2021 to August 2022, with (25) incidents. Ibb governorate, which is located
on the contact lines between government-controlled areas and the Houthi-controlled
areas, was ranked second in terms of violations, as (13) incidents of violation were
monitored and documented, which varied between arrest, torture, and threats. Al-
Hodeidah Governorate, which has the country's second-largest ports as well as oil export
ports, was ranked third in terms of violations, these violations included arrest,
disappearance, torture, harassment, threats, and the ban on work. The ranking order is
followed by the governorates of Taiz and Al-Mahwit. Our team was able to document

violations at the governorate’s level according to the following:

eSana‘a:

- Onthe 4" of August 2021, the Houthis arrested journalist Younis Abdel Salam, 28
years old, who suffers from psychological problems. He left his home in the centre
of Sanaa with his personal computer and disappeared. When his colleagues tried
to check on him, another person answered them from his phone and informed
them that he was detained by the Security and Intelligence Service. A year later,
his family was informed that he would be referred to the specialised court in

terrorism cases on charges of collaborating with the coalition.

- On the 25™ of January 2022, the Houthis closed six social radio stations in Sana'a

under the pretext of not being able to obtain licenses, although these radio




stations have been operating since before the Houthis have taken control. Due to
the absence of a law regulating the work of audio-visual and electronic media in
Yemen, these radio stations were always granted work licenses according to a
regulation issued by the Ministry of Information. However, the Houthis have
amended the regulation and imposed several financial and administrative

restrictions on those broadcasters.

On the 27 of March 2022, the judge of Sana'a’s West Court ordered the journalist
Muhammad Abdulaziz Al-Hammadi, editor-in-chief of the September 26%
newspaper, to be imprisoned for his inability to pay his house rent arrears because
the ministry suspended his salary. Al-Hammadi has said that the judge refused to
give him a legal deadline to search for another housing and arrange for his

financial obligations.

On the 28" of March 2022, the Houthi group arrested journalist Nadia Mogbel
while she was preparing a field press report on the raising prices in areas under
their control. She was imprisoned for 40 days before being released on May 9,

2022, after they faced tribal pressure to release her from prison.

On the 6™ of April 2022, the State Security Prosecution in Sana'a summoned the
correspondent of Al-Manar TV channel, Khalil Al- Omary for interrogation, the
channel is affiliated with the Lebanese group Hezbollah. The prosecution team
stated that it had obtained evidence against him, regarding f his involvement with

the intelligence services of a foreign country.

On the 19" of May 2022, the Houthis prevented the writer Abdul-Wahhab Al-
Sharafi from travelling through Sana'a’s airport, where he was among a group of

independent activists invited to participate in meetings organised by the office of




the United Nations envoy for Yemen Hans Grundberg in the Jordanian capital
Amman. Al-Sharafi said In a statement, that he found lists containing names of
hundreds of people who are prohibited from travelling on the pretext of their
opposition to the Houthis. Al-Sharafi was known for his strong criticism of the

corruption of Houthis authorities.

On the 22™ of July 2022, Ibrahim al-Kibsi disappeared after he wrote several
publications criticising the Houthi authority, demanding the payment of salaries to
government employees that have not been paid for six years. According to people
close to him, Ibrahim al-Kibsi received threats and was placed under house arrest.
Al-Kibsi had written a post on his Facebook page on July 20, in which he said that
the Houthis came to his doorsteps to threaten him, and he held the Houthi
authorities responsible for his safety. Shortly after that he disappeared from his
social presence, and It was confirmed that he was placed under house arrest and

prevented from using the phone or the Internet.

On the 11% of July 2022, the Houthis stormed the Voice of Yemen Radio station’s
office and confiscated the broadcasting equipment, despite the issuance of an
order by the Press Court judge that allowed the radio station to resume
broadcasting until the dispute with the Ministry of Information is resolved, but the

ministry ignored the judicial order and proceeded with the closure.

On the 3" of August 2022, a journalist named Walid Al-Humairi was assaulted by
the traffic police, they beat him after he documented an incident of blackmailing

against one of the car drivers in the street.

On the 16™ of August 2022, the Houthis prevented the media from covering the
protests of residents from Al-Ara village, Hamedan District, on the outskirts of

Sanaa. The residents of Al-Ara village were protesting the decision to confiscate




their lands in favour of the so-called Martyrs' Committee, where 47 protesters

were arrested, others were injured, and the sit-in was dispersed by force.

The fate of Muhammad al-Warith, the media secretary of the leader Ahmed
Hamed, director of the office of Mahdi al-Mashat, head of the Supreme Political
Council, is still unknown for more than a year, for unknown reasons. Those close
to him suggested that he was probably arrested by the intelligence service
because he has leaked information about the extent of corruption practised by the

Houthi authorities.

e |bb:

On the 17" of July 2022, a media activist named Murad Al-Banna was arrested
due to a Facebook post in which he criticised the performance of the Houthi

officials in the Hobeish district.

On the 4™ of August 2022, the Houthi Intelligence arrested three media activists,
Issam Lotf, Fouad Al-Maliki and Muhammad Al-Kinai, for publications they wrote
criticising the corruption of the Houthi official (Bandar Al-Asal), director of the

endowment's authority in the governorate.

On the 7™ of August 2022, Fahd Al-Dhahabi, an employee of the endowment's
authority office in Ibb Governorate, was arrested on charges of leaking
information to three media professionals who published about the corruption of

the Houthi leader and director of the Authority.

On the 11™ of August 2022, the Houthis released the journalist Muhammad al-
Qadri, who was arrested on May 13, 2021, when Houthi gunmen stormed his
house after criticising their performance. Al-Qadri told the monitoring team that

when gunmen arrested him (one of them opened his phone and showed him




some of his articles, then they handcuffed, blindfolded, and beat him. After that,
they brought him to the Security and Intelligence prison in the city of Ibb, and then
on the same day, other forces from the Hobeish district were sent to pursue his
brothers and arrested one of them, they did not release his brother until his family
has handed over his phone).

Al-Qadri stated that during his stay in prison, he was placed in a solitary
confinement cell and was subjected to torture. Later, he was released on
conditional bail, provided that he does not return to writing, or he could be brought
to trial at any time. They have stipulated that he remains under house arrest,
however, shortly afterwards he managed to escape and reach areas under

legitimate government control.

- On the 12" of August 2022, the writer Abdullah Ba Salameh was kidnapped and
tortured by the deputy director of the Police station (July 17). He was imprisoned
and beaten as a result of a dispute with others, and it is believed that the incident

is related to his critical stance against the performance of Houthi officials.

- On the 17" of August 2022, political Security in the city of Ibb arrested
media activist Khaled Al-Anas because of a publication in which he praised the
anniversary of the arrival of the former president to power, and months later he

was released.

¢ Al-Hodeidah:

- On May 23, 2022, lawyer Abdul Majeed Sabra said that the journalist Muhammad

Abdo Saeed Al-Salahi is being secretly tried in the Security and Intelligence Service
building in Sana'a, where the Criminal Court of First Instance in Hodeidah was
transferred. The journalist was arrested on 10/20/2018 he was then transferred
to the Security and Intelligence Prison in Sana'a, 11/24/2019 he was referred to

the Criminal Court of First Instance which Specialised in Sana'a. During the period




of his disappearance, he was subjected to various types of torture such as being
hit and kicked in the groin area, as well as being hung with cuffs to the ceiling and

interrogated constantly for two months.

The Specialised Court in Al-Hodeidah governate is also continuing the trial of
journalist Muhammad Ali Salem al-Junaid, inside the intelligence service building
in Sana'a. Al-Junaid was arrested on 11/31/2018 in the city of Al-Hodeidah, and
his lawyer was prevented from attending the trial. He was subjected to enforced
disappearance and torture, then he was handed to the Political Security Authority
in Sana'a on 23/11/2019. He was referred to the Specialized Criminal Prosecution
in Sana'a, which investigated him and referred him to the Prosecution and Court of
Hodeidah. His lawyer says that he suffers from several illnesses and has no
relatives to visit him and that prisoners donate some money to him to buy his
needs. There are no real charges against him, and he has denied all claims that

were fabricated against him in the security and intelligence reports.

eTaiz:

On December 27, 2021, the writer Muhammad Naji Ahmed, who had written
critical publications against the Houthis, was involved in a traffic accident while he
was walking in the street and subsequently died from injuries he sustained from
the accident. On January 19, 2022, his family said that he died after being
subjected to a political assassination using a motorbike as a tool for the crime,

accusing the Houthis of not dealing with the incident with complete seriousness.

e Al-Mahwit:

In December 2021, the Yemeni Journalists Syndicate has received a report from
journalist Ali Muhammad Al-Ugabi, editor of the Al-Thawra website, which is
affiliated with the legitimate government, stating that he had received a death
threat from one of the supervisors of the Houthi group in Al-Mahwit Governorate,

due to his opposing views.




Chapter 4

Report indicators

Indicators:

The violations covered in the report reflect the state of the media environment in the

Houthi-controlled areas. The most important indicators can be highlighted as follows:

- The continuation of severe restrictions imposed on journalistic work, has deprived

hundreds of journalists of their ability to work freely.

- The abolition of the diversity and plurality in the media that the country has been known
for since 1990, has led to the absence of independent and opposition media and
journalists being treated as enemies. This has prompted many media professionals to
leave their jobs and take up other jobs that do not fit their capabilities, skills, and status

for the fear of arrest and torture.

- The lack of judicial institutions and a legislative environment that protects journalists,
media professionals and activists on social media. The judiciary is used arbitrarily, as most
of the kidnapped journalists were tried by the specialised court in terrorism and state

security cases.




- Detained journalists and media professionals are deprived of their rights guaranteed by
law, where their freedom is restricted, imprisoned in hidden locations, and visits are
prohibited. Furthermore, detained journalists are subjected to cruel treatment and torture,

and are deprived of the right to medical treatment and to obtain a lawyer.

- The state of impunity continued for all those who committed crimes against the press
and journalists, and the Houthi authority does not recognise any rights and refuses to deal

with any communications in this regard.

According to the Yemeni Journalists Syndicate, the murders of journalists in Yemen
increased to 49 cases from 2011 until March 2022, including 5 journalists killed in 2011, 1
journalist in 2014, 10 in 2015, 10 in 2016, 3in 2017, 10in 2018, 2 in 2019, 3 in 2020, 4 in

2021, and one murder case during the first quarter of this year (2022).




Chapter 5

Supplements

1. Types of the violations

Violation's Type
Abduction
Extrajudicial arrest
Assassination
Closure
Closure and confiscation of property
Travel ban
Banning drug advertisements
Torture
Threat
Trial
Forcibly hidden

Total

Number

15

42

Percentage
7%
36%
2%
14%
10%
2%
2%
2%
10%
10%
5%

100%
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2. Reasons for the violations

Violation's Reason
Publications on peace
Cooperation with the legitimate government
criticise corruption
without any charge
Unable to obtain a license
Other
Mentally unstable

Owners failed to renew work licenses and pay new fees and a

percentage of advertising revenue

Total

Number

42

40%
35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%
5%

0%

Percentage

Percentage

5%
14%
50%

5%
10%

2%

2%

12%

100%
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3. Distribution of Violations by Governorate
Governate Number Percentage
Ibb 13 31%
Al-Hodeida 2 5%
Al-Mahwit 1 2%
Sana'a 25 60%
Taiz 1 2%
Total 42 100%

2022guhwél- guhwl2021gadl agall anid (a6 ggiaan




Distribution of Violations by Governorate
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4. Cases Table
Violation Date
No Name Governate | Violation Type The Reason for the Violation
(MM/DD/YYY)
Waheed
1 Sana'a Forcibly hidden Jun/04/2015 Criticise corruption
Al-Sofi
Tawfiq Al-
2 Sana'a Threat Jul/2015 Criticise corruption
Mansoori
Nabil Al- Extrajudicial Cooperation with the legitimate
3 Sana'a Sep/21/2015
Sadawi arrest government
Fahad
Cooperation with the legitimate
A Abdullah Al Sana'a Abduction Oct/6/2015
government
Salami
Mohamme . . .
5 Hodeidah Torture Feb/10/2018 Criticise corruption
d Abdo Al-




Salahi
Muhamma
Extrajudicial
d Ali Salem | Hodeidah Nov/13/2018 Criticise corruption
arrest
Al-Junaid
Abdul
Khaleq Cooperation with the legitimate
Sana'a Trial Sep/30/2020
Ahmed government
Imran
Al-Harith
Cooperation with the legitimate
Saleh Sana'a Trial Sep/30/2020
government
Hamid
Tawfig
Mohamme Cooperation with the legitimate
Sana‘'a Trial Sep/30/2020
d Al- government
Mansoori
Akram Cooperation with the legitimate
Sana'a Trial Sep/30/2020
Alwaleed government
Younes
Extrajudicial
Abdel Sana'a Apr/8/2021 Mentally unstable
arrest
Salam
Walid Al-
Ibb Threat Oct/2021 Criticise corruption
Sada
Mohamme
Extrajudicial
d Al- Sana'a 2021 Criticise corruption
arrest
Warith




14 Ali Al-Ogbi | Al Mahwit Threat Dec/21 Criticise corruption
Mohamed
15 Nagy Taiz Assassination Jan/19/2022 Criticise corruption
Ahmed
Owners failed to renew work licenses
16 Grand FM Sana'a Closure Jan/25/2022 and pay new fees and a percentage of
advertising revenue
Owners failed to renew work licenses
17 First FM Sana'a Closure Jan/25/2022 | and pay new fees and a percentage of
advertising revenue
Owners failed to renew work licenses
Childhood
18 Sana'a Closure Jan/25/2022 and pay new fees and a percentage of
FM
advertising revenue
Owners failed to renew work licenses
Al Diwan
19 Sana'a Closure Jan/25/2022 | and pay new fees and a percentage of
FM
advertising revenue
Owners failed to renew work licenses
20 Delta FM Sana'a Closure Jan/25/2022 | and pay new fees and a percentage of
advertising revenue
Voice of Closure and
21 Yemen Sana'a property Jan/2022 Unable to obtain a license
Radio confiscation
Nadia Extrajudicial
22 Sana'a Mar/31/2022 Criticise corruption
Mokbel arrest
23 Khalil Al- Sana'a Extrajudicial Jun/4/2022 Criticise corruption




Omari arrest
Closure and
24 Samara FM Ibb property Sep/9/2022 Unable to obtain a license
confiscation
Closure and
25 Alwan FM Ibb property Sep/9/2022 Unable to obtain a license
confiscation
Closure and
Yemen
26 Ibb property Sep/9/2022 Unable to obtain a license
Music RS
confiscation
Mohamme Extrajudicial
27 Ibb May/13/2022 Criticise corruption
d Al-Qadri arrest
Abdul
28 Wahab Al- Sana'a Travel ban May/19/2022 Criticise corruption
Sharafi
Corner Banning the
29 Sana'a May/23/2022 Publications on peace
Magazine magazine
Abdul
Extrajudicial
30 Aleem Al- Sana'a May/23/2022 Publications on peace
arrest
Hazmi
Kamel
Extrajudicial
31 Sultan Al- Sana'a June/2021 Without any charge
arrest
Maamari
Ibrahim Al-
32 Sana'a Forcibly hidden Jul/21/2022 Criticise corruption
Kebsi




Nabih Al-

33 Sana'a Threat June/2022 Other
Haidari
Morad Al- Extrajudicial
34 Ibb Aug/3/2022 Criticise corruption
bana’'a arrest
Khaled Al- Extrajudicial
35 Ibb Aug/3/2022 Criticise corruption
Ans arrest
Abdullah
36 Ba- Ibb Abduction Aug/12/2022 Criticise corruption
salameh
The
Banning drug
37 Medical Sana'a Aug/13/2022 Without any charge
advertisements
Journal
Fahad Al- Extrajudicial
38 Ibb Aug/17/2022 Criticise corruption
Dhahabi arrest
Fouad Al- Extrajudicial
39 Ibb Sep/8/2022 Criticise corruption
Maliki arrest
Mohamme Extrajudicial
40 Ibb Sep/8/2022 Criticise corruption
d Al-Kinai arrest
Extrajudicial
41 Issam Lotf Ibb Sep/8/2022 Criticise corruption
arrest
Majed
42 Ibb Abduction Nov/20/2022 Criticise corruption
Yassin
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